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pursuing it, she has poured her energies into her ideals.
She has risen into power by the possession of all that we
mean by character, and it is in the strength of character
rather than in the strength of arms that she now challenges
the world in every field of human activity. In a letter to
the Times Bishop Awdry of Tokyo says: " Finally, I may
suggest that we British need to learn something of the
peculiar virtues of Japan, and unless we do learn them the
result to the British Empire may be disastrous, and that
quickly. It is true that the patriotism which will volunteer
for service, and personal heroism after volunteering, are
abundant among the subjects of King Edward; but do we
so recognise that no right of individuals should exist which
is detrimental to the public good? Should we all obey as
one man if we were told by the public authority that the
State needed our services at a crisis, and therefore we must
allow all our personal interests to be overridden or thrown
to the winds? It is this spirit which gives to Japan its
power of throwing its whole strength into a struggle; and
it is this spirit of unity which is arising in young China,
at this stage sometimes showing itself in ways which are
sufficiently bizarre. I do not believe that the British nation
would be so mean as to hold back the progress of mankind
in order to keep itself at the top. The very spirit of fair
sport prevalent amongst us would prevent our intentionally
tripping up a rival in order to win the race, or to keep
the pace of all slow because we cannot run fast ourselves.
But if this is so we shall have to learn practically from the
Japanese that the whole is more important than its parts,
and the individual must not assert itself against the State.
We must realise in a more practical way than at present
the Christian ideal of all being members of one body in
which no member or class of members can be antagonistic
to another where the interests of the whole are involved,
and that each exists for the sake of the whole even more
truly than the whole exists for the sake of each. Unless
we learn and practise this form of social virtue we may find